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THE STRUCTURE AND DYNAMICS OF AGRICULTURAL LAND USE
IN VIRGIN LANDS AREA OF KAZAKHSTAN OVER THE PAST 30 YEARS

(THE CASE STUDY OF KOSTANAY REGION)

The patterns of changes in cropland structure, sown areas dynamics, crops structure and ecological state 
of lands were identifi ed on the basis of the processing of the republican, regional and municipal statistics. 
Using remote sensing methods land use dynamics were tracked on a local level (Kostanay and Alttynsarinsky 
districts) over three time dates (years 1985, 1998, 2014) according to scheme «cropland-fallow-cropland». 
The study is the basis for the further development of an adaptive strategy for agricultural land use in the areas 
of high risk agriculture.

Keywords: land use dynamics, land structure, croplands, crop structure, dropping lands out of the agri-
cultural turnover, ecological state of lands.
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