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Note on the Stizhok hoard (Ukraine)

Coins with Asprokastron countermarks and Wallachian ducary

Alexander PETROV®
and Lilia DERGACIOVA™

In the summer of 2011, the fisst author of this anticle oblained twenty four silver coins at an European
avction, Most of these silver cains were with 15® century countermarks'. During the following cataloguing
of the newly arrived collection, it became clear that the coins canwe from one place, almost certainly a
board. A dialogue with the dealers at the suction house led 10 a treasure hunter, who had discovered a
clay pot in Western Ukmaine in spring 2011, using n metal detector, This severely cracked pot contained
the coins that fater were purchased at the auction.

The pot was found in a field near the Western Ukrainian village Stizhok (Crimon), which is Jocated
i Shumsk district of Temopil® region®. Together with the coins, the pot contained a gold-plated silver
cover of an icon that was cut into small picces, i handful of small pearls und bits of birch bark, which
was the packing material to protect the contents. The complete hoard contained up to 2500 silver coins
from the Late Middle Ages,

Half of the Stizhok hoard — around 1245 pieces — was examined prior 10 the auctions in the sumimer
of 2011. The hoard was dominated by spproximately 800 denarivs and 30 half-groats struck in the reign
of Grand Duke of Lithuania snd King of Polund Alexander Jagiellon. In addition, the hoard had around
30 Prague groats. sround 50 Wallachian ducats from the reign of Viadisluv 11 and four Moldavian groats
from the reign of Stephen 11, The hoard also included nearly 20 Golden Horde silver coiny (aspers)
c@nlcma:kcd by a Greek cross betwoen four roundles in Asprokastron (Cetatea Albd). One of these
coins was countermurked twice, by a Greek cross between four roundles and by a Lithuanian ‘Gediminas
Column’ accompanied by four roundles’. Totally, the examined part of the hoard contained around
25 coins bearing such a 'Gediminas Column’ accompanied by four roundles: Golden Horde wspers,
Genoese-Tartar aspers from Caffa and a Crimean Khanate asper.

Finally, the pot contuined approximately 60 Genoese-Tartar aspers bearing the names of khans in
the Crimean Khanate, 30 Genoese-Tartur aspers with names of khans in the Golden Horde, und up to
30 coins from different mints in the late-period of the Golden Horde. Another five Golden Horde coins
were left unidentified. The hoard included around 160 aspers issued in the Crimean Khanate by Haci |

*Private collector. Befgen, Norway; e-mail: petrov@@  Alexander Potrov.
wlocra.no *Stizhok has following coordinates in geogmphic
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Giray, Nur Devlet, Mengli I Giray and an asper struck in the Ottoman Empire in the reign of sultan
Mehmed II.

Around half of the hoard coins remained unexamined, and these were offered for auction during the
summer of 2011, simultaneously with the coins from the inspected part. The unexamined coins were simili
to the examined specimens. Only a small number of dissimilar coins were traced back to the hoard, such
as for instance a denarius of Matthias Corvinus, King of Hungary.

The twenty four coins that were obtained in summer 2011 make up one percent sample of the total
hoard. This sample includes fourteen coins from the Golden Horde, six Tartar-Genoese coins, two coins
from the Kingdom of Poland, one coin from the Crimean Khanate, and one coin from the Principality of
Wallachia. Six of the hoard coins are included in the present note: five Golden Horde coins countermarked
in the Moldavian town of Asprokastron (Cetatea Alba)* and one silver ducat struck in the Principality of
Wallachia during the reign of Vladislav IL The host coins from the Stizhok hoard were struck in the reign
of the Golden Horde khans Beg Sufi (no. 1), Kiigik Muhammad (or Muhammad bin Timur)
(no. 5) and Sayyid Ahmad (nos. 2-4)°. The countermark title *Asprokastron’ came from early studies in
medieval copper coins with a circular inscription ACITPOKACTPOY (AXITPOKAXTPOY) and a depiction
of a Greek cross between four roundles. This design was characteristic along the coast of the Black Sea
in the Late Middle Ages, ever since a mint was set up in the medieval town known as Asprokastron,
Maurocastro, Cetatea Albd, Akkerman, and eventually Bilhorod-Dnistrovskyi. The fortified settlement
had the Moldavian name Cetatea Alba throughout the 15™ century, as the fortress belonged to the medieval
Principality of Moldavia from the end of the 14" century®, The town remained a Moldavian strategic
military outpost and trade centre until 1484.

The local money trade in Cetatea Albd was dependent on imported silver host coins. In such |
circumstances, the Golden Horde coins countermarked with a Greek cross between four roundles hada
noticeable weight fluctuation, ranging from 0.61 to 0.70 g. In comparison with the coins of Beg Sufi and
Sayyid Ahmad, the twice-countermarked Kiigik Muhammad asper is the lightest in the Norwegian
collection, consisting of 0.61 g’.

The period when Cetatea Albi issued its distinctive copper and countermarked silver coins have
been subject to a series of discussions that lasted almost a century. In the course of these long-lasting
debates scholars came up with theories that associated this coinage with the reign of different Moldavian
Princes. Among them was Alexander I® (1400-1432), Peter ITT Aaron® (1451-1457), and Stephen '

“The modern-day Ukrainian town of Bilhorod- town remained Moldavian until summer 1484 when the amy
Dnistrovskyi, which is situated on the Dniester right bank close  of the Ottoman sultan Bayezid 11 (1481-1512) conguered the ‘

to the Black Sea in the Odessa region. fortress. ) o s
5One of these coins can be attributed only with 7 A forthcoming article in the periodical Stratum plus,
reservations. nr. 6, 2012 is devoted to the hoard silver coins countermarked

Al

by a col panied by four
% AS. Beleakov, Mednye monety belgorodskoj tekanki

serediny XV v., in Numi: ideskie | ija po istrit

Jugo-Vostoinoj Evropy, Chisindu, 1990, p. 180-185,

& The exact date of the fortress’ incorporation into the
medieval Principality of Moldavia remains unknown. The very
first written record mentioned that the town was Moldavian
from the late 14™ century, dated to 30 March 1392. The record

" Institute of Archacology “Vasile Plevan”, Bacharest,
Remsanis; Institote of Cultursl Heritage, the Academy of
Sciences of Mosdova, Chisinis, Repablic of Moldova: e-mail:
dergaciova dili @ genadl com

* These 24 coims are sow in the numismatic collection of

SON, s, 11 (XIV), Bucurest, 20010, p, 147-152.

coondinae systorn: S0-1047'N 25-51'57°E

Y On "Gedimings Column® conntermarks — V.V, Zaitsey,
O muhodhe treh Hadov dduchidekih waoner o Jitovskisi
molfekamami, in Srednevedovaje mumiowatibkn  Vosiolmey
Evropy, od V.V, Zaltsev, 3, Moscow, 2009, i 190-201,

includes a description of the Moldavian Gospadar (Prince)
Roman | (around 1391-1394), with a statement that the
Moldavian territory hed ‘from the to the sea’
(M. Costiich Do ! ld sti inainte de
Stefan cel Mare. Documente interne, Urice (Ispisoace), Surete,
Regeste, Traduceri 1374-1473,1, lasi, 1932, nr. 3). The fortified

9 P, Nicorescu, Monete moldovenesti bitute la Cetased
Albd, Tasi, 1937, p. 4-10; O. Niescu, M. Dinu, Tezaurul momnr|
din secolul al XV-lea de la Carpiti, SCSlasi, 8, 1957, 2,p. 345,

0 E, Oberldnder-Tér , Emisiunil e hifute
pe tevitoriul Moldovei in vremea lui Stefan cel Mare
(1457-1504) — Analizd criticd, CN, 9-11 (2003-2005), 2005,
p- 299-388.
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the begining of his long reign (1457-15(04), Some scholars could not exclude the possibility thar the
cointage continued during the whole Moldavian period of the medieval town history'!.

Amisminﬂuachmﬂaﬂydikmomhubeenwuwmdtmpmwdnllvcthoacoms
whose inscriptions were largely obliterated by countermarks. Hardly legible remains of inscriptions together
ﬂmmmwmmﬂyﬁuhmmlhchumdimmmmm‘ country of origin. The
numerous numismatic artefacts that have bemfmmddmh\gﬂnpmdocndehvwomribuldwmmlly
hhnmmdhmownmm.kedco&u,ﬂu.iviugsdﬂnnnqwnuﬁxy 10 solve the century-long
mystery of identifying the time-span when such coinage existed. Based on analysis of orlental silver aspers
countermarked in Cetatea Albd, E. Nbolnlmoadndedmumenimmthwmm-lm
countermarking at the end of Alexander [ rule, The practice continued when Alexander's successors came
o power. m.mmwmouwmﬁupmummwmiw in
Cetatea AlbE was possible at the end of the 14% and beginning of the 15™ centuries but not later than
1440s, Le. not after the Moldavian Prince Stefan 11 rule'?. The five countermarked Golden Hoede silver
cnhufmmdltSdzhnl:hm:dcmcupmdrmmkablywdllolhemmmmin;paiodmmdby
E Nicolae,

Special attention must be given 1o the hoard silver host coin struck during Kigiik Mubasmmad's reign
(no. 5). Along with an Asprokastron-style countermark this asper bears one more countenmark, The traces
aof two countermarks on the host coin are slightly overdapping each other, thus making it difficult to find
out which dic was used first to countermark the asper, One of the dies constinstes a combination of a
column with four roundles. The die design is based upon a Lithuanian ‘Gediminas Column' whose central
picri:oﬂenmwedaolhcIcﬂorlnlhengluddemuukcMfmmudlcs(ﬁg.!n-c), This pattern was
presumably used during the reign of the Lithuanian-born Prince Svitrigaila" who became Grand Prince
of the Grund Duchy of Lithuania ( 1430-1432), Grand Russian Duchy (1432-1440) and Geand Duchy of
Volynia (1434-1452). The date when the Kiigik Muhammad's host coin was struck supports the conclusion
that such countermarks could not have been used before the Lithuanian wars ended in 1439, and not later
than in the beginning of 1450s™

The last coin that is described in this article was struck in the Principulity of Wallachia during the
reign of Viadistav 11 (1447, 1448-1456). The coin is & Wallachian ducat of common type, with almeost
invisible marks of usage (nr. 6), The Viadislay 11 coinage is still insufficiently studied. An attempt to
define the various coin types struck in his reign was made only recently'®. According to the classification
proposed by A, Ve and S, Gramaticu, the coin from the Stizhok hoard belongs to the post-reform coins
and was struck in 1452-1456. Viadislav 11 introduced a monetary reform 1o overcome the natiopal currency
dovaluation that coincided with an increase of Ottomin influence in the monetary market, As a result of
the refarm, two ducats with the average weight of 0.55 £ bocame equal 1o one Ottoman silver usper'™.
TbednulfromlheSﬁzbokhoudislheavyspccimmofO.wg This indicates that the coin was not
circulated or circulated during a limited period of time,

""A. Gorodenco, Dve momety dekanki Asprokustro, " Ju. Borejsha, A. Kazsrow, O madbekambat , Kaljumn ™
St phas, 6, 1999, P ISY Idem. Monery debanki  Vitnne Keputrtonida ( Svidrigagiv O gerdovite, Minsk, 2009,
Arprokasivn (Belgorovd) iz favmyh kilietalf, Labsirinn, 1, 2001, . 40,

P89, Mdem, S, Curceatov, A coin of international circslution M Ihidew, p. 30,
Down Cetaten Alte, Strabon, | (2003), X005, 2. p. 4547, M A Vil S. Gramaticu, Despre dwcarté uf Vigdisioy 1A

Y. Nicolae, Duate ned peiving monedete si contramdretle  voievod ol Tilrtd Rowwidoeryti (1447 1448 1456), in Sienposion
de Up Asprokiasiron, Sewdia Varia in Honorem Professoris  Chisindu 2001, p, 1R1-188.
mm«nmmw.awwu.m,p 221 '* Ividem, p. 185,
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p of the Stizhok hoard".
ix hoard coins demonstrate the rare, o some extent mllqwm\um v
The JV‘;Icl:chim dueat from the mid-fifteenth muur);is the rarest spean; ::ud;c ho.t'\:.na;c:iw conm
Viadislay I were struck in limited quantities. These ducats were previous ound med wéer
Podolis hoard in Ukraine'®, Moreover, even lhough ‘Ooldcn Horde aspers countermark:
‘Sh:iuignih‘x reign were rather common in certain Uhmmmgbmi. the /}:pmmnnw e ;:Mdimnd
aspers vious] vecasionally found in Ukraine. specimens
o gie s 3 » Dniester river banks™, There are oaly
[ Cetatea Alba fortress'” or close to the _ ks,
fﬁmmﬂmaw hord,the Kyek-Er hoand™, the Kamianes Podiskyd hoard e
itss hoard®, the Podolia hoard and the Bessarabia hoard™. The Stizhok hoard
Xi?:t:uv:ryolah:‘bombwith Aqxotmmmwmutcdcmmdudngmcmduide,m
msimﬁmmmmmmmwmwwmm%l
ushownlhuMoldovaplayedmimpoﬂmmlch:hnemmnlmmanbawcn‘lmb. -East Europe

and Ttalian colonies in Crimea, particulurly Caffa.
CATALOG

Golden Horde
Beg Sufi (1420-1422)

Asper

. AR, 0,69 g, 14x13 mm; partly visible inscription (obv.-rev.).
- ARR_Z Sci.dccva. Serebriannye monety hanov Zolotaj Ordy, Moscow, 2005, no. 548,

Countermark on obverse: Greek cross between four roundles.

Sayyid Ahmad (1437-1459)
Asper

2. AR, 0.70 g, 13x14 mm; almost illegible inscription (obv,-rev.),

R.Z. Sagdecva, op. cit., no. 599.
Comn::nark on reverse: Greek cross between four roundles.

3, AR. 0.62 g, 15x16 mm; illegible inscription (rev.).
R.Z. Sagdeeva, ibidem.
Countermark on obverse: Greek cross between four roundles.

o taioril Juge-Vastodne) Kvrapy, Chiyini, 1990, p. 156144

Stizhok howd comtents cmlents
Al . e 7 » M. Ciocimi, Kellekcija monet so wedneveboom

Clepiti hoant, now Victods village, lesi County, o

:u::ni- (O, Miescu, M. Din, op. cir., p. 342.345), There s poselenifa u_ s vauou, Smm p::ll:’zxzts 2000, &
wimilarity with the Fexdolia hoard found in 156 and now  p. 351-369; E Nicolse. Date moi ..., p
e the scholurs (B Oberlboder-Thmovesmi, A 310, Iiescu, M. Dinw, op. cir, p. 342-345, "
,"me.."“'rwwm find of Watkachian and Moldavian coima: BV, Majko, Kyrk-Erskij Mud gorodiita Cufie-Kale v
«Podolics 1862, CCDJ, 26, 2008, p. 97-130) jupo-zapdnom Krymu. Kicv. m‘t)n e
1. Oberlinder-Thmoveanu, A fargodten . . po 97-130, 2 Ju, Borejsha, A Kaxarav, O n o
j i i . 30,
mm" = K':’:l“muhh,. ﬁdmw‘ i upffmm’ . linder-Thmavennu, A firgatten .. . .. 97-10
ovews Belg L in )

J
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Fig. 1. Coins from the Stizhok hoard (Ukraine).

ied by foar roundles.

Fig. 2. Countermarks of Svitrigaila Olgerdovich: ‘Gediminas Column” ace:

Sayyid Ahmad ? (1437-1459)
Asper

4. AR, 0,66 g, 15 mm; inscriptions (obv.-rev.) are obliterated.
Cf. R.Z. Sagdeeva, ibidem.
Countermark on obverse: Greek cross between four roundles.

Kiigiilk Muhammad (1430-1444)
Asper

5. AR, 0.61 g, 14x16 mm; hardly decipherable inscription (obv.-rev,)
R.Z. Sagdeeva, op. cit., no. 595,
Two countermarks on rteverse; Greek cross between four roundles: ‘Gediminas Column’

accompanied by four roundles.

n ALEXANDER METROV, LILIA DERGACIOVA )

Wallachia
Viadistay 1T (1447, 1448-1456)
Ducnt

Obv, HWBMJIHCAHBOHRJU’N‘b Shield per pale, inside the coin inner circle: | field ~ o crescest
andd o six-point star, 1l field - three bars (barry of six)

Rev, ‘:I:’rB;\ﬂAH - CAHBOHBA. Eagle upon helmet reguardant to the sinister and holding # cross is

ey ax.

6, AR, 0.60 g, 14 mm

MBR, -; cf. p. 31-32, nos. 256-261, type I; A. Vilew, S. Gramaticu, Despre ducaii :
3 ; R VAL o % , De agii lui Viadisiav L

voievod al ﬁim Rfmndm;n (1947; 1448-1456), in Simpozion Chisiniu 2001, p. 182- 153, group Bl
http:/fromaniancoins.uncicnts. info/viadislay2 htm (visited 24.10.2011),

1
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